Dear Parents,

We are working hard in school to help your child learn his or her basic addition and subtraction math facts. Knowing these basic facts supports success in math. Although we spend time each day reviewing these facts in school, it is also important for your child to practice at home. Fact cards are a great way to do this! I am sending home some fact cards, and following are some ideas for ways to use them for fun home practice.

· Use two sets of cards to play a game of Memory.

· Pick a fact card and use cereal pieces or macaroni to make a model of the fact.

· Play Fact War by splitting the fact cards into two piles. Each player flips a card over, and the player with the greater sum/difference keeps both cards.

· Pick a fact card and draw a picture to show the fact.

· Write a word problem to go with a fact. For 3 + 2, you might write “There were 3 brown dogs and 2 white dogs. How many dogs were there?” Solve your word problem.

· Spread out all of the fact cards on a table. Say a sum/difference and have your child find the fact card that goes with it.

· Tape fact cards on different doors in your house. Have your child give the sum/difference for the fact card before being able to open the door. 

· Play What’s Missing. Read a fact to your child with one number missing. Have your child tell you what number is missing. For example, ? + 5 = 10. What number is missing?

· Make learning math facts fun for your child! 

As always, please let me know if you have any questions.

Mathematically yours,
First Grade Teachers
